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OnE of the reasons why the Latter- 
day Saints are looked upon with open 
disfavor by the various religious bodi 
of the day, and by many unhesitating- 
ly and vindictively branded as the 
anatical devotees and presumptuous 
propagators of a “blasphemous and 
pernicious doctrine,” and also tendin 
in a measure to impede that which 
we most earnestly court and desire — 
a searching and impartial investiga- 
tion of our principles—is use we 
unequivocally affirm that the Chris- 
tian world, without a single excep- 
tion, has been blindly following for 
several centuries the spiritless, un- 
stable, and misguided: creeds of men, 
instead of that grand and faultless 
system of faith, with its accompany- 
ing blessings of unspeakable worth, 
introduced by Jesus Christ and His 
apostles. 

No matter how sweeping, how broad, 
or how uncharitable this assertion may 
appear to the mind of the unbiased 
reader, it is nevertheless true; and it 
will be our purpose in this brief arti- 
cle to prove in as concise and perspi- 


| 


cuous a manner as possible—beyond 
all reasonable controversy from Holy 
Writ—First. That there was to be a 
“falling away;” that through the dis- 
obedience, impiety, and wickedness 
of men the knowledge and power of 
the Gospel of Christ were to be, and 
were, taken from the earth, leavin 
the inhabitants thereof destitute o 
their life-giving rays to grope for a 
long succession of centugies in gross 
darkness;” and Second. To point out 
wherein the teachings of the Christi- 
anity of to-day, regarding several prin- 
ciples of vital importance, are not com- 

tible with thuse advocated and ad- 

ered to by the early, and we must 

admit, rightly informed expounders 
of the primitive faith. 

This great apostasy which was so 
soon after the death of the Savior to 
assume a universal aspect, was clearly 
and pointedly foreto by Amos, Jere- 
miah, Isaiab, Daniel, and others of the 
early historians of biblical fame lon 
before the advent of the meek an 
humble Nazarene. One of the most 
striking passages on this subject, and 


ö 
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one too, very plainly showing the ter- 
rible condition that the inbabitan‘s 
of the earth would draw themselves 
into through their transgression of 
the laws of God, and the changing of 
the sacred ordinances from their ori- 

inal meaning and intent, is the pre- 
— of Isaiah, as rocorded in the 
24th chapter, first to sixth verse in- 
clusive: 


** Beb the Lord maketh the earth 
empty, maketh it waste, and turneth 
it upside down, and scattereth 


er; as 
usury, so with the giver of usury to him. 
The land shall be Sitter! and 
utterly spoiled: for the Lord has spoken this 
word. The earth mourneth and fadeth 
away; the * 
— The 7 is defiled under 
the inhabitants thereof; because they have 

nance eve covenant: 
Therefore hath. thé curse devoured the 
earth, and they that dwell therein are deso- 
late: therefore the inhabitants of the earth 
are burned, and few men left.” 

In order to destroy the force and 
real meaning of this passage, it is 
argued by some who cling tenaciously 
to the idea that the Gospel never has 
been, neither was it ever designed to 
be, taken from the earth; that as 
Isaiah lived and wrote in the Mosaic 
dispensation, he had reference only 
to the Mosaic law; that it was this 
that was to be changed—that this was 
the covenant to ‘shattered and 
broken. But this is decidedly an 
erroneous and misleading view to 
take of it, for the simple reason that 
this covenant, or law of carnal com- 
mandments, as Paul terms it, when 
introduced by the express command 
of God, was never intended to be 
everlasting in its nature and functions; 
it being introduced for a wise and 
special purpose to hold good for a 
certain length of time, and when it 
had accomplished that for which it 
was designed it was to be laid aside. 

It appears that the Israelites had 
the Gospel preached unto them, but 
the word preached did not profit 
them, not being mixed with faith in 
them that heard it,” so the law of 
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retribution—a law which demanded 
an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, 
and especially adapted to their cir- 
cumstances and capabilities was given, 
as Paul states, as a shoolmaster “to 
bring them unto Christ, that they 
might be justified by faith, but after 
that faith had come,” then Israel was 
no longer to be under this school- 
master—no longer required to yield 
obedience to its requirements—it be- 
coming void and of no effect, for the 


the | faith which was to come and sup- 


lant it, was no more or less than the 
iigher law of the Gospel--a law of 
forgiveness and charity, its superiority 
over the law of Moses being plainly 
shown by the Savior, who was never 
so happy as when portraying in the 
most beautiful and simple language 
the beauty, power, and purity of its 
principles, and endeavoring to incul- 
cate them in the hearts and minds of 
the people; and it was this law—this 
“everlasting covenant,” and none 
other, which the Prophet Isaiah meant 
should be broken when his hand pen- 
ned the inspired words quoted above. 

No less startling and telling is 
Amos in his description of the world’s 
condition in the latter times. In the 
8th chapter, 11th and 12th verses, he 
says: 

** Behold, the days come, saith the Lord 
God, that I will send a famine in the land, 
not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water 
but of hearing the words of the Lord: an 
they shall wander from sea to sea, and from 
the north even to the east, they shall run 
to and fro to sek the word of the Lord, and 
shall not find it.” 

Without bringing forward any other 
texts from the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures bearing upon the subject of the 
apostasy, we will pass on to the days 
of the Savior, when the kingdom of 
God was set up on the earth, and 
from the writings and sayings of the 
chosen and able exponents of its ten- 
ets (for the writings of the New Testa- 
ment have more weight with some 
than those of the Old), make such 
excerpts as will draw the attention of 
the candid and dispassionate reader to 
the indisputable fact that the prophe- 
cies uttered by the ancient worthies 
relative to this subject blend with 
perfect exactness in every particular 
with the statements made by the ser- 
vants of God in the Christian dispen- 


˙ 
Dad nts toereor. na } De * 
with the people, so with the priest; as with 
the servant, so with his master; as with the 
maid, so with her mistress; as with the 
buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender 
— 
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sation, and ought to satisfy—yes, 
bring conviction to a | thinking 
and honest mind, that if they have 
not as yet been verified in their en- 
tirety, they have had at least a partial 
fulfillment, — that portion 
bearing directly on the wide depar- 
ture that would be made from the 
conduct, teachings, and organization 
of the primitive Church. 

When Christ came in the meridian 
of time, and amidst perplexities, tri- 
bulations, and sorrow set up His king- 
dom, He knew, notwithstanding the 
fact that He had a plan perfect in 
every detail to offer mankind, that 
the very great majority would reject 
it; that that priceless gift—eternal 
life—to dwell in mansions of bliss in 
the presence of the Father and in the 
companionship of Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, and other redeemed and sancti- 
fied Saints of old, would be refused 
and spurned, and in the most positive 
language gave his devoted disciples to 
understand that bitter persecution 
and a violent death awaited them 
and also that such a pressure would 
be brought to bear upon the kingdom 
by the subtle and ever alert powers 
of the world, the flesh and the devil, 
that eventually it would terminate 
in its dismemberment and the complete 
triumph of the powers of darkness, at 
least this is the oaly rational infer- 
ence we would draw from the words 
of the Savior as recorded in Matt. 
xxiv, 9, and xi, 12: 

“Then shall deliver you to be 
— and shall kill you: and be 
hated of all nations for my names sake.” 

And from the of John the 
ven 
= violence, and the violent take it by 
Oro. 


Paul, the mogt scholarly of the 
apostles, in his numerous writings, 
dwells at t length on the success 
that would attend false teachers in 
their innovations on the Gospel of 
Christ, and in their efforts to lead the 
people from the undeviating path of 
truth as marked out by the Lord 
Jesus; and also depicts in the most 
lucid and vivid manner the sad and 
deplorable condition of the earth’s 
inbabitants in the last days In his 
second epistle to Timothy, iii, 1—5, 
he says: 
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This know also, that in the last days 
lovers of their own N. covetous, 

to parents, 

lovers pleasures more 

God; ha a form of but deny- 

— he subsequent chapter, 3rd 
nd in the su uen 

and 4th verses, he adds: i 


For the time will oome when they will 
not endure sound doctrine; but after their 


The same inspired apostle also 
when speaking in regard to the second 
coming of the Son of man, declared 
that that event should not take place 
“except there come a falling away 
first;” and Peter, of equal authority, 
his words dictated by that same di- 
vine influence which guided the pen 
of his illustrious associate in the mini- 
stry, gives us to understand in lan- 
guage plain and positive that teachers 
of false and pernicious doctrines 
would make their appearance among 
the people, and that many would fol- 
low them, by reason of whom the 
way of truth should be evil spoken 
of,” and through covetousness these 
same teachers would “with feigned 
words make merchandize” of the pre- 
cious souls of men. 

Jude, in his brief epistle, earnestly 
and eloquently exhorted the Saints to 
contend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto them, and claimed 
even at that day that men had cre 
in unawares, who were before of old 
ordained to this condemnation, un- 
god'y men, turning the grace of our 

od into lasciviousness, and denyin 
the only Lord God, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ.“ In the same commu- 
nication he advised the Saints to “ re- 
member the words which were spoken 
before of the apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; how that they told you 
there should be mockers in the last 
time, who should walk after their own 
ungodly lusts,” 


{ter the death of nearly all the 
their these ictions began 

ive teral verification, for 


to receive a li 


— having itching — and her 
ving i ears; 0 
shall turn away their ears from the truth, 
and shall be turned unto fables.” 
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although dissensions did arise at dif- Saints, and for which the Redeemer, 


ferent periods in the early days of the 
Church matters, Lx * 

apostles their presence and judi- 
cious counsels and opportune admoni- 
tions were enabled to suppress them, 

and preserve. like unity 
among the Sainte; but when the apos- 
tles were taken by wicked and vin- 
dictive men, and unjustly condemned 
to auffer cruel and ignominious.deathe, 
the Saints thus bereft of the guiding 
hand of these oracles of God 5 
scattered, some grew weak and dis- 
heartened in the faith, others in all 


probability began ‘to doubt the divi- | belief 


nity of Christ’s mission, and many fell 
a prey to crafty teachers and linked 
themselves with incorrect and power- 
less systems of religion; in fact, so 
rapidly were the seeds of apostasy 
 gown—they taking root deeply—that 
about the year 90, A. D., so John the 
Revelator — only seven branches 
in the whole of Asia were considered 
worthy to be classed as the Church of 
Christ, and some of these had so de- 
fisled themselves with “damnable 
heresies” and iniquitous practices, that 
John —— them in strong terms, 

and told them that if they did not 
quickly repent and turn with all hu- 
mility to the Lord their God, they 
would most assuredly be removed out 
of their place. But all these reprooſs 
and injunctions were, to all appear- 
ances, unheeded. The powers arrayed 
in warfare against the Church waxed 
stronger and stronger as time rolled 
ov. Contentions and controversies 
on doctrinal points, originating nu- 
merous schisms, fiercer, and 
designing and aspiring men were con- 
tinually subjecting the Gospel plan to 
uncalled for eliminations and hurtful 
additions. These destructive agen- 
‘cies spread with such rapidity and dis- 
astrous results to the peace and pro- 
sperity of the Church, that in the 
early part of the second — it 
was rent asunder (all foreseen ohn 
in his remarkable vision on Patmos, 
and graphically described in Rev. xiii) 
ond divested of that power, beauty, 
aud compactness whieh should char- 
‘acterize the true and only Church of 
Christ in all ages and dispensations of 
tho world. he faith so pure, 80 


bimple, once delivered unto the 


quite true that Christ 
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His apostles, and other disciples no- 
bly contended, sacrificing their lives 
in their zeal and integrity for the 
cause, had disappeared from among 
the children of men. They no longer 
held the authority to administer its 
ordinances, for the priesthood had 
vanished from their midst. “ Mys- 
tery, Babylon, the Mother of Harlots 
and Abominations” bad achieved a 
victory. She was to bear rule with 
unbounded sway. Her N was to 
be a long one, and marked by super- 
stition, division, sub-division, and un- 


ief. 
Having briefly sketched the apos- 
tasy as presaged by God's servants 
who lived at, and prior to the time 
when it should occur, we will now 
examine certain principles which were 
considered “sound doctrine” in early 
days, but now decidedly inimical to 
the ed ideas of modern Christi- 
anity—all tending to show that the 
latter's claim as to being a divine in- 
stitution is only an assumption with- 
out the evidence to support it, and 
that in very deed it has “a form of 
ee but denies the power there- 
0 


In the Christian dispensation the 
Church was graced with apostles and 
prophets, but in modern Christianity 
they are dispensed witb, and if we are 
led to ask why it is that they have 
thus been discarded, we are informed 
in words of apparent soberness by the 
would-be professers of divinity, that 
they are no longer needed, that their 
days of usefulness are gone, that it is 
them in 
the Church in its incipiency, but only 
to assist in its permanent establish- 
ment, which being effected, never to 
be thrown down, as they aver, in the 
— — days their services were, 
therefore, deemed no — requisite 
beyond that period, hence re- 

uested to step down and out. But 
these assertions, with only one or two 
isolated of Scripture, misin- 
terpreted and misapplied, brought 


forward to sustain them, are in direct 


contradiction to the writings of the 
righteous and learned ann, 

declares most positively in his epistle 
to the Ephesian Saints (i, 20), that the 
Church is built upon the ion 
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of apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief corner stone; 
and in @ following chapter (4th) he 
informs us that they were placed in 
the Church for the purpose of in- 
structing and perfecting the Saints, 
“ for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ till we 
all come in the unity of the faith and 
of the knowl of the Son of God, 
that we henceforth be no more chil- 
dren, tossed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine.” 
Now it is needless to ask Ha ve 
we all come to a unity of the faith 
and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God? for the nearly seven hundred 


conflicting and warring faiths extant 


in the world, and the many millions 
of human beings on the continents of 
Asia, Africa, and America, and the 
islands of the sea, who have not as 
yet heard even the name of Christ, is 
conclusive proof that we have not. 
Hence, so long as the human family 
are divided in their religious views 
and sentiments, “tossed to and fro 
and carried about by every wind of 
22 just so long are the serviees 
of apostles and prophets needed. for 
it is only by the o ance of the 
wise instructions and timely admon- 
itions of these divinely commissioned 
officers that erring mankind will ever 
come toa unity of the faith—can ever 
attain to a high plane of intelligence, 
or progress towards a perfect know- 
ledge of the immaculate character and 
pone attributes of the Father and 
on. 


When the earth is no longer favored 
with the presence of these good and 
wise men, the present intentions and 
future operations of the Almighty 
with regard to the inhabitants thereof 
fail to become known—the heavens 
are sealed—the channel of communi- 
cation between man and his Creator 
is closed for surely the Lord God 
will do nothing, but he revealeth his 
secret unto his servants the prophets,” 
and a Proverb of Solomon’s says: 
“Where there is no vision the people 
perish.” 

Another very obvious discrepancy 
in the Christianity of modern times 
is, that the “signs” so earnestly sought 
after, and so strikingly prominent in 


the primitive days, are nowhere to be 
found; in fact they, tog, ars now 
deemed useless—of no efficacy what- 
ever in this enlightened day. They 
may possibly have been of some com- 
fort, encouragement, and instruction 
to the Saints in that crude, uncultured 
age when Christ made his appearance; 
but in these times, the proudest and 
most remarkable era in the world’s 
history, when every department of 
art and science, especially that of the- 
ol has advanced to that degree of 
excellence never before attained, it 
would be absurd—nay, it would be 
folly—to sup that these outward 
gifts of the Spirit would tend in the. 
east to strengthen our faith, brighten 
our intellectual faculties, or advance 
us one step nearer unto God! Such 
is the expressed opinion of many pro- 
fessed Christians regarding the essen- 
tiality of the “signs.” And although 
the idea we may say is very nearly 
universal, that on the introduction of 
the Gasper they were merely intended 
as a help, to confirm its divinity, to 
follow the administrations of the apos- 
tles only, and to cease when they fell 
asleep; yet there are a few who do 
not hold to this fallacious idea, and 
frankly admit that the real cause for 
their suspension was in consequence 
of the idolatry of men, of which num- 
ber we may mention John Wesley, 
the celebrated founder of the Method- 
ist Societies, who, in his 94th sermon, 
says: “ The real cause why the extra- 
ordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost were 
no longer to be found in the Christian 
church, was, because the Christians 
were turned heathens again, and had 
only a dead form left.” a 

hen the Great Teacher incorpo- 
rated these splendid gifts in His great 
and immutable scheme of salvation, 
they were intended to constitute an 
invaluable and inseparable part of 
that scheme, so long as it was to be 
in force, which is to be to the end of 
time; and no matter in what day—in 
what dispensation, or in what locality 
of the world—yea, in the humble and 
most obscure walks of life where a 
true believer could be found, he was 
entitled to, and would receive the 
benefit of one or more of these gifts— 
they being limited to no cartain peo- 
ple, nation, tongue, or time, as note 
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the words of the apostolic commis- 
sion Mark xvi, 15—18: 
i shall be saved; 


i drink any 
— „it shall not hurt them; 
shall lay hands on the sick, and they al 


recover.” 
ually explicit is Paul in his 
2 relative to the essentiality of 
these — In the first epistle to the 
Corinthians, 12th chapter, he enumer- 
ates them—states that the manifes- 
tations of the Spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal,” and advises the 
Saints “to covet earnestly the best 
gifts although they are all needed 
in their respectives operations—one 
not being able to say to another, no 
matter how unimportant it may ap. 
„ “I have no need of you —all 
ing yey great and small, to 
perfect the body ** of Christ, 
and to prevent the arising of any 
schism. And the absence of these 
gifts, with their peaceful and heavenly 
influence, in the different churches of 
the day—for not one professes to be 
in possession of them—is an attesta- 
tion of no small weight that they are 
not of Christ. 

John, the “beloved disciple,” who 
was permitted, while on the Isle of 
Patmos, to which he had been un- 
justly banished by order of the des- 
potic and profligate Diocletian, Em- 
peror of Rome, to look down the 
stream of time and see the many and 
varied changes that were to take ere 
in the affairs of men and earthly king- 
doms, states that he heard the angel 


t was to restore anew the Gospel 
to the earth in the last da with 
a loud voice, Fear God, and give 


to him; for the hour of his 
judgment is come: and worship him 
that made heaven, and earth, and the 
sea, and the fountains of waters.” 
Now why should an angel be sent 
with the command To worship him 
that made the heaven, and the earth,” 
eta, if the inhabitants of the earth 
ad been paying due reverence to its 
Creator, and to Him only? Surely, 
to receive a message of this kind, they 


| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


must have been returning thanks and 
sending petitions to a being not in 
any way identified with them or the 
earth, and forgetting entirely the true 
Maker upreme Ruler to whom 
alone ld be ascribed all honor 
and glory. And when we discover 
the real nature and character of the 
being—a — without body, parts, 
or passions—whom Christians in every 
land and clime bave been bestowing 
praise and adoration upon, and endea- 
voring through their learned and zeal- 
ous missionaries to prevail upon the 
heathen nations to forsake their wood 
and stone idols, and join heart and 
hand with them in the worship of 
an unknown, incomprehensible god 
equally as speechless, passionless, and 
powerless as the dumb images of hea- 
thenism, we do not marvel, but plain- 
ly perceive the ae. and compas- 
sion of a jealous , in coming forth 
and making an effort to arouse them 
from their long sleep of folly to a re- 
alizing sense of their duties and re. 
sponsibilities. The theory that God 
is a Being without body, parts, or 
passions, is as preposterous as it is 
unscriptural, and is alone sufficient— 
barring all other weak points—to in- 
delibly stamp modern Christianity as 
a spurious system. The one great 
reason why Christians have imbibed 
such monstrouly absurd ideas regard- 
ing the person and character of God 
is, use they ee | immediate reve- 
lation, which was the very life itself 
of the Church anciently, and the only 
given medium whereby man can possi- 
bly attain to a necessary definite con- 
ception of Deity, as mark the words 
of the Savior: “ No man knoweth the 
Son, but the Father; neither knoweth 
any man the Father save the Son, and 
he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 


him.” 

— we are itively informed, 
created man in His own 7 — at 
different periods has favored His ser- 
vants with His presence, walking, 
conversing, and eating with them. 
Among those who were thus specially 
favored we may mention Abraham, 
Ged tas eyes, 

at as eyes, Ii ngue, 
hands, and arms, etc., is affirmed by 
various writers of the Old and New 
Testament. We are also told by Paul 


these signs shall follow them that believe: 
In my name shall they cast out devils; th 
shall speak with new tongues; the shall 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL. STAR. 


that Jesus Christ, whom God sent, 
was the “express image of his per- 
son,” and that Christ resembled His 
fellow men in form, features, passions 
and habits, is attested to by both 
sacred and profane historians. 

Thus we might go on and pick out 
error after error uatil what was left of 
Christianity, as we have it to-day 
considered in any way sound, would 
bear such a faint resemblance to 
Christianity anciently, that it would 
take an unusually acute mind to dis- 
tinguish it. But as stated in the 
commencement of this article, our in- 
tention was merely to bring to view 
only a few of the most noticeable and 
weighty discrepancies, either one of 
which is proof sufficient that Christi- 
anity of modern times, instead of 
being in possession of that Holy Spirit 
which partakes of the things of 6 
brings to remembrance things past 
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and guides into all truth, has for a 
monitor a spirit that leads it blindly 
into the direst kind of confusion and 
strife, leaving the whole superstruc- 
ture on a frail and — founda- 
tion that will eventually collapse into 
a shapeless ruin before the steady 
and irresistible march of truth as it 
is in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

It matters not how much the Lat- 
ter-day Saints may be berated, vilified 
and misrepresented for proclaiming to 
the Christian world its apostasy from 
the divine principles of the . as 
enunciated by our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, it is a stubborn fact 
strongly intrenched behind Bible 
proofs and present revelation, and in 
due time will have to be admitted by 
all whose sincere desire it is to serve 
the true and living God, and thereby 

ain a glorious exaltation in His king- 
om. 


and present, reveals things to come, 


IxDlax TRADITION.—Among the Seminole Indians there is a singular tradition regard- 
ing the white man’s origin and superiority. They say that when the Great Spirit made 
the earth, He also made three men, all of whom were of a very fair complexion; and that 
after making them, he led them to the margin of a small lake and bade them leap therein. 
One immediately obeyed and came out of the water purer than before he bathed; the 
second did not leap in until the water had become slightly muddy, and when he bathed 
he came up copper colored; the third did not leap in until the water became black with 
mud, and came out with its own color. Then the Great Spirit laid before them three 
packages of bark and bade them choose; and out of pity for his misfortune in color, he 
gave the black man his first choice. He took hold of each of the packages and having 
felt them, chose the heaviest; the copper colored one then chose the second heaviest, 
leaving the white man the lightest. When the packages were opened, the first was 
found to contain spades, hoes, and all the implements of labor; the second enwrapped 
hunting, fishing, and warlike apparatus; the third gave the white man pens, ink and 
paper—the engines of the mind—the mutual, mental improvement—the social link of 
humanity—the foundation of the white man’s superiority. 

Socorrry or Waite Ross.”—The London correspondent of the Manchester 
Guardian writes: The latest of the associations, which takes more or less for its model 
the Primrose League, is rather a remarkable one. It is The Society of the White Rose,’ 
and is composed of Roman Catholic ladies belonging almost exclusively to the aristocracy- 
It is only in process of formation, and its programme has not yet been formulated. But 
it is the belief of those who are engaged in the work of organization, that the various re- 
volutionary forces, such as Socialism and Anarchism, which are at present attacking 
society, will destroy the British Throne and Constitution unless the nation rallies round 
the Church of Rome. It is ostensibly to supply such a rallying point that this new league 
or association is being formed. Several of its members have, however, a subsidary object. 
While ultra-loyal and attached to the Soverei they are yet afraid that the House of 
Hanover will be wrecked in the storm of revolution. In such an event they believe that 
the country will return to its allegiance to the Stuart. They even they 
have overcome the difficulty that notoriousiy exists of finding a representative of that 
dynasty in a princess of the Italian family of Este. Should the sad necessity arise in her 

ifetime, they are sanguine this lady will come forward as a candidate for the throne, and 
be accepted be a despairing people. 


| 
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THE DEATH OF “MORMONISM.” 


—— — 


Wuen the late Edmunds-Tucker bill was before Congress, the New York 
Evening Express, in a vein of humor, thus commented on the views of the 
press correspondents in the city of Washington, in relation to the probable 
effects of the infamous special legislation on Mormonism:” 

. “ According to the Washington correspondents Mormonism is to be killed forthwith, 
by act of Congress; in fact it may be said to be already dead, from the effects of the 
Edmunds-Tucker bill in the Senate yesterday [the 19th of February, the day the bill 
passed the Senate} Mormonism has been so often killed before by act of Congress that 
it seems to thrive on fatal blows. 

But Mormonism was killed in a similar manner even before Congress commenced 
the massacre. It was killed under Joseph Smith at Nauvoo, in the 40s, and it was 
totally exterminated when driven out of Florence into the desert under the leadership of 
Brigham Young, After that it was annihilated by the U. S. army under Albert Sidney 
Johnson, and next the discovery of mines all around Utah was to kill off Mormonism by 
the process of constriction. Then the act of Congress, prohibiting bigamous marriages in 
the Territories, was applied with the usual result of anti-Mormon remedies. Following 
that Mormonism was to be knocked off the track by the Union Pacific railroad, but even 
after the completion of that great work it kept on in the old way, apparently uncon- 
scious of how dead it was. 

The destruction of Mormonism by the partition of Utah among the other Territories 
was the next process for its obliteration from the political and physical map, but as that 
didn’t “ pan ont” satisfactorily, the Edmunds Commission was invented to do the busi- 
ness, Still Mormonism and Mormons kept kicking without paying any attention to their 
very dead condition, and now the Edmunds-Tucker conference bill kills them over again. 
In view of the number of times it has been killed, Mormonism seems to be one of the 
best wearing political corpses this country has ever produced.” 

The above, though humorous, is a concise and true statement of the hopes 
entertained by the enemies of “Mormonism” respecting the effects of the 
various measures that have been inaugurated for the destruction of the Saints. 
When Joseph Smith fell by the old well curb under the window of Carthage 
Jail, pierced by assassins bullets, it was fondly hoped—nay, believed, that 
“ Mormonism” had received a fatal blow. But to the astonishment of its ene- 
mias, it lived on; and it began to dawn upon its opponent's minds that it 
was just possible that the blood of the martyrs would again prove to be the 
seeds of the church; and that Joseph Smith dead—having sealed his testi- 
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own language, they had scotehed the snake, not killed it.“ His death only 

seemed to give impetas to his work; and those bent upon the destruction of 
what they pleased te term Mormonism,” again armed the red, right hand of 
persecution to plague those who accepted: its doctrines as divine truth, and 
determined, if possible, to destroy them The: result of that persecution’ was 
that twenty thousand people, guilty: only of'differing from their fellow men 
on the subject of religion, were driven from their hard-earned: homes in 
Nauvoo into the Western wilderness, And as the last remnants of that 
people turned their faces toward the setting sun, the people of the East flat- 
tered themselves that they had heard the last of “ Mormonism.” 

But in less than two years the people in the. Eestern States were startled. 
and annoyed by the intelligence that, under the inspired leadership of Brig- 
ham Young, the Mormons” had performed the wonderful feat of going one 
thousand miles beyond the frontiers. of Ameriea, and had made a settlement 
in the Salt Lake vailey, then Mexican territory. : 

They formed peaceable relations. with the surrounding Indian tribes, and 
were better organized as a society than ever before. By the treaty between 
the United States and Mexivo at the olose of the Mexican War, the territory: 
occupied. by the Saints became part of the. United States; and soon after- 
wards the people of the Eastern States began to invoke the power of the 
General Government to crush the religious community that mob violence had 
spent its force upen in vain. A pretext for trying the experiment of des- 
truction under the semblance of lawful authority was soon found in the mis- 
representations of a corrupt United States judge, and President Buchanan 
sent out an army, under the command of General A. S. Johnson, for that 
purpose, The hopes of the enemies of Mormonism” rose high at the anti- 
cipated annihilation of the Mormons:” but ou his arrival in Salt Lake, 
General Johnson found no rebellion against the United States existing, nor 
ever had such a rebellion existed except in the diseased imagination of Judge 
Drummond, who reported it to the United States authorities. General 
Johnson found all the pretexta upon which he was to be justified in com- 
mencing the slaughter vanish into thin air. He had been called upon to 
whip a people into a loyalty from which they had never departed; and find - 
ing that ali the pretexts for the destruction of the Mormons” had no exist- 
ence in fact, he withheld his armed hand—doubtless to the disgust of those 
who devoutly prayed for the.destruction of the Saints. Mormonism” still 
lived: and in spite of the misrepresentations of its enemies, and the, treason 
of those who were once its friends, it rr 
Express puts it—“ it seems to thrive on fatal blows.” 

When President Brigham Young. died the world was sanguine that * 
“ Mormon” Church would go to pieces. The man possessing such wooderful 
control over the minds of the people had passed away the cement of their 
union was dissolved: dissensions. would arise among the prominent Elders, 
and dissolution was sure to be the result. But “ Mormonism” refused to dis 
even with President Brigham Young. A few years after his death the oppo- 
nenta of the Saints could discover no signs of disintegration, and therefore 
determined to make another desperate effort for ita destruction, In he 
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autumn and winter of 1881-2, a remarkable agitation of the “ Mormon ques- 
tion” took place. Mass meetings in all the promineht cities of the United 
States were held by the different religious sects, in which it was avered that 
it was notthe business of the churches to extirpate the evils of “ Mormon- 
ism;” but that properly it was a question to be settled by the state rather 
than by the church. The result was that Congress was flooded with petitions 
from all sections of the Union, asking for the passage of the special legisla- 
tion against Utah, which had been prepared by the political adventurers in 

Utah, and brought before Congress under the patronage of Senator Edmunds 
of Vermont. Congress did not have the courage to withstand this demand 
from the religious bigots of the nation. Utah was without political influ- 
ence, and the liberties of her people were sacrified at the shrine of ignorant 
and prejudiced popular clamor. 

The Edmunds law went into operation on the 2nd of March, 1882, and 
since then it has been enforced with a vigor and vindictiveness that has made 
what should have been merely prosecution, persecution. To convict “ Mor- 
mons” of offenses under this law, trial by jury—that bulwark against oppres- 
sion and the tyranny of infamous laws—has been reduced to a farce by the 
“jury fixers” of the United States courts of Utah. The law-has been not 
only vigorously, but cruelly enforced, and both men and women have been 
hailed to prison for conscience sake. But to the surprise of all its enemies, 
the “ Mormon” Church did not go to pieces on the rocks thrown across its 
course for ita destruction. Indeed the only effect that such treatment appears 
to have had on the Saints has been to arouse the fires of religious zeal which, 
under ordinary circumstances, lie smouldering in the human heart, but which 
persecution never fails to fan into a bright blaze. It is true that some have 
been imprisoned, but they have come from their confinement more honored 
by the Saints than they were before, and their suffering for conscience sake 
bears record to the honesty of their religious convictions which will attract 
the attention of the world to their faith—that means investigation, and in- 
vestigation means larger additions to the membership of the Church. Others 
have been driven into exile, and among them many of their prominent men. 
This has led to the extension of the lines of their settlements. Colonies 
have been founded in Mexico; the outlying settlements have been strength- 
ened; and the Saints, with a rapidity that is phenomenal, are filling up the 
valleys of the Rocky Mountuins from Idaho in the north into Mexico in the 
south. It appears to be a case of “the faster you pluck them, the thicker 
they grow.” 

After the Edmunds law, which was expected to work the entire destruction 
of the Church, has spent its whole force upon the Saints, the enemies of 
Utah see that they are more strongly entrenched behind the principles 
of their faith than they were before the late persecution was inaugurated. 
Consequently they have recently asked and obtained more stringent legisla- 
tion—and scarcely did the ink with which the law was written become dry, 
before the enemies of the Saints were complaining against Congress, because 
the laws are still insufficient to crush “Mormonism.” While on the other 
hand, the cheering news comes to us through the papers and through private 

otters that more devotion and faithfulness are manifested on the part of the 
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Saints. The Sabbath meetings are crowded, and prayer and fast meetings 
- are better attended than before; and on every hand are evidences of a health- 
ful spiritual life and growth. Surely in the enemies of the Saints is the 
word of the prophet fulfilled: | | 

It shall even be as when an hungry man dreameth, and, behold, he eateth; but be 
awaketh, and his soul is empty: or as when a thirsty man dreameth, and, behold; he 
drinketh; but he awaketh, and, behold, he is faint, and his soul hath appetite: so shall 
the multitude of all the nations be that fight against Mount Zion.” 

The world will yet learn that “Mormonism” does not depend upon the 
wisdom and ability of men either for its existence or perpetuity; nor is that 
phenomenal union among the Saints the result of man’s influence. The 
Saints have all been baptized into one spirit. They have each received an 
“ unetion from the Holy One,” and that Spirit of God is the bond of their 
union, against which the kingdoms of this world will be powerless to prevail 
and Mormonism,” in spite of the “death blows” administered to it, will 
continue to live on, unless its opponents can dethrone the Gods, and prevent 
the accomplishment of Jehovah’s purpose. 7 R. 


RkL ASR Elder Charles D. Goaslind, of the Newcastle Conference, is 
released to return home with the April 16th company. 


Conrergence Notice.—The London Conference will be held at 23, New 
Road, Commercial Road, Whitechapel, E., on Sunday, April 24th, at 10-30 
a. m., and at 2-30 and 6-30 p.m. It is expected that President Geo. Teasdale 
and several Elders from Utah will attend. 


—— 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
—0— 


Glasgow, March 10, 1887. 
President George Teasdale: 

Dear Brother, — As we do not 
tronble you very often with communi- 
cations from the land of the old Scot- 
tish Covenanters, perhaps a few notes 
may be of interest to the Elders and 
Saints throughout the — as the 
letters from Elders are generally read 
with zest. 

Brother O. L. Thom and my- 
self have just returned after an ex- 
tended tour through ten counties of 
Southern Scotiand. —_ the time, 
a District meeting was held in Dun- 
fermline, Fifeshire, and President 
Macfarland desired I should take the 
minutes of it, so I will give a brief 


ther Thompson and myself left 


Glasgow on Wednesday, the 23rd of | stud 


February, going via Longrigg. That 
evening we attended a prayer meeting 


in a Free Kirk. Brother Thompson 
had, on a previous occassion, become 
acquainted with the minister and had 
explained the first principles of the 

to him. During the services 
the minister called on Brother Thomp- 
son to offer up a prayer,—a very rare 
occurrence. After meeting I was in- 
troduced — he — us into the 
manse, where we enjoyed a conversa- 
tion with him for two hours, all hands 
keeping cool. His principle objection | 
was our having a President to tho 
Church here on the earth, which he 
thought sounded too much like Pop- 
ery. We di the matter as far 
as time would permit, and, on the 
whole, he was fair and courteous in 
his conversation and demeanor, and 
promised to give our people a little 


From there we went by way of Fal- 
kirk to Alloa, crossed the Furth on a 


— 
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small ferry-boat and went: from there 
to Alva... After dinner we went up 
the famous Alva Glen, where there is 
some wild scenery and a roaring 
waterfall, which made our minds re- 
vort to our mountain scenery at home; 
and in going along the mountain slope, 
the air ing water, made 
one feel at home. Alva lies sn 
ensconced at the foot of the Achil 
hills, in the valley of the Devon, six 
miles from Stirling, lying on the west 
bank ofthe River Forth. This is the 
most beautiful, and fertile part of 
Scotland that I have seen. 

On Saturday, the 26th, we bid adieu 
to the one family of Saints in Alva, 
and walked seventeen miles to Dun- 
fermline, where we met six other 
Elders from Utah; among whom was 
President Macfarland. That evenin 
we held a priesthood meeting, some o 

local brethren with us. 
The Elders reported their different 
fields of labor, some reports were very 
favorable, and some not. There had 
some baptisms and others were 
ready for that ordinance. After the 
reports.of the Elders, President Mac- 
farland gave some wise and useful 
hints in relation to our labors and 
duties; His experience was that the 
most good was done at the firesides of 
the people. We had a good time in 
meeting with so many from home. 

Sunday, 2 p.m., meeting was called 
to order by President A. Macfarland. 
Utah Biders present, O. L. Thompson, 
Thomas G. Lowe, William Henderson, 
James P. Low, J. W. Brown, Sylves- 
ter Low and Alex: ine. There 
were five strangers present. 

the usual opening services, 
Elder O. L. Thompson spoke on the 
mission of John the Baptist, dwelli 
moro particularly upon the subjects o 
Pe cone: and repentance as taught by 
J He testified that the plan of 
salvation did not cha and never 
will. ‘The kingdom of will even- | 
tually fll the whole earth. 

Elder J. P. Low bore testimony t 
the truth of the remarks of the pre- 
vious speaker. Our friends object to 
the restoration of the Gospel and the 
setting up of the kin of God, bus. 
all the prophets spoke about it and 
to see that day. 

t Macfarland 


al 
94 


— Saints are accused of having 


—.— views. He was taught to 
ieve the Bible as it reads, and yet 
we are peculiar because we believe 
this book means — Bays. It te 
preposterous to say revelat 

should cease. He read from Malachi 


ii, 1-4: 

“ Behold, I will send my r, 
and be shall prepare the way —— 
me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, 
shall — — — temple, 
even the messenger o covena 
whom ye delight in; behold, he shall 
come, saith the Lord of hosts. But 
who may abide the — — his coming? 
and who shall stand when he appear- 
‘eth? for he is like a refioer’s fire, and 
like fullers’ sope: And he shall ait as 
a refiner and purifier of silver: and he 
shall purify the sons of Levi, and 
purge them as gold and silver, that 
they may. offer unto the. Lord an offer- 
ing in righteousness, Then shall the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem be 
—— unto the Lord, as in the days 
of old, and as in former years 

This related to the second coming 
of the Savior, as the context plaiul 
shows. The Lord did not — 
this prophecy in His first advent that 
is herein recorded. He also read 
from Malachi, 4th chapter, and treat- 
ed upon the mission and office of 
Elijah at some length, and in conclu- 
sion, testified that God had spoken 
from heaven and sent His angels to 
restore the Gospel. | 

Before the evening — the 
brethren met on High Street and held 
forth in the open air. While Brother 
peaking, he said we 


Macfarland was s 
are often told that the thief on the 
cross went to heaven. We do not be- 
lieve he went there, nor Jesus either, 
at that time. At this an old — — 
the crowd exclaimed, eh, d' ye 

that mon sayin the chief didna’ gaun 
tae heaven?” The people were invited 
to attend meeting, which opened at 


6-30'p.m. R 
0% At the evening meeting there were 


sabout thirty strangers — Elder 
Wm. He n was tho first speaker. 
‘Spoke on the organization of the 
Church in the days of Jesus and His 
aposties and the authority He left 


said the Lat- | 


with them. Compared some of the 
doctrines of the Latter-day Saints 
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showing they were identical. Weo 
the same criterion that the ancient ser- 
vants of God did, if any will obey the 
rinciples of the Gospel, they shall 
now of the doctrines whether they 
be true or not. 
Elder J. W. Brown spoke on the 
nality of God, the mission of the 
Barter to the dead, bore testimony to 
the mission of Joseph Smith, and to 
of the Gospel. 
Low passed many years o 
his life in the valleys of bad with 
the Saints, and could testify of their 
virtues and uprightness of conduet 
generally. en were sent to the 
earth to develope their minds. There 
are two ‘powers, good and evil, but 
men have their agency toserve which 
they will. 
— — alluded the 
inciple of plural marriage, that is 
Yhristians, yet no 
lest character spoken of in the 
Bible, and into whose presence 
Christians of to-day hope to be usher- 
ed when they are done with the things 
of this life, were men who lived in 
that order of 8 The s er 
further continued that the celestial 
marriage of the Saints was in harmony 
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and the stran were attentive. 
Brothers T. i 


. Low and e: 

laboring there, did all they 
could to make the — & success, 
and provided places for the po rag 
among the Saints; and it is 
due to the Saints for their kindness 


as also some who are not of us’ 
to contribute to our necessities. 

On Tuesday, Brother T 
and myself went east, by way of Cow- 
denbeath, to Kirkcaldy, from there 
back, by way of Burnti to Gran- 
ton, staying all night at Newhaven. 
From there we went out into Fast 
Lothian, visiting some of my relatives, 


who are 


and getting back to Edin , where 
we held meeting with the Baimts on 
Sunday, March 6th. Staying over 


night in Leith, we returned here by 
Ikirk, staying two nights; 
there went went to a place 
called Blackbraes, whete Brother 
Thompson baptized four. Wednes- 
day, we arrived home by way of Long- 
rigg, baptizing one there; making 
eighteen since the begin of the 
year; and one District not heard from 
—that of Aberdeen, where_Brothers 
Steele and McFadden are laboring— 
it being too far removed for their at- 


tendance at district 

Brothers Macfariand and Thompson 

join in regards to yourself and all at 
42.” Yours in the cause of truth, 
WX. HENDERSON. 


both with the Seripture and the laws 
of nature. Spoke of the gathering of 
Israel and the troubles that would 
shortly overtake the nations. 
Benediction by Elder 8. Low. 


UTAH NEWS. 
— 
«(Summarized from Territorial Papers.) 

Lawyer C. W. Bennett has returned from Washington and is again mingling 
with his constituency—the Loyal Leaguers. R N. Baskin is expected to 

return in few days. 
Governor West and the Utah Commission have changed their offices to 
premises opposite the Continental Hotel The new. site is much more con- 

venient to the public than was the one formerly occupied by them. 0 
The first marriage under the new marriage law—or under the provisions of 
the Edmunde-Tucker law—was celebrated on the 6th of Mareb, GMief 
Justice Zane officiating. The parties to the contract were William T. Pike, 


of Mill Creek, and Miss Hannah Christine Wallin, of Salt Lake City. 
Mr. Edward W. Tullidge has directed attention to a matter of some inter- 
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eat It is that the late Rev. Henry Ward Beecher was third cousin to the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, George A. Smith und Amasa M. Lyman. The proof 
_of the fact is given in the book of the Lymans, published some years ago, in 
which the genealogy of that family line is given. 

~~ "Phe Supreme Court of the United States has confirmed the action of the 
Third District Court of Utah in the case of Frederick Hopt, which was 
before that tribunal for the fourth time. It will be remembered that this 
man Hopt was condemned for the murder of one Turner, of Provo, and now 
the prospect is that he will pay the penalty of his crime by suffering death on 
the scaffold. 


The People’s party carried the city lem at Brigham City, under the 
operations of the new Edmunds-Tucker law. The People’s Party's vote was 
100, the Liberal Party's 12, The enemies of Utah, who hoped that the opera- 
tions of the test oath in the new law would give them absolute control of the 
Territory, can take this as a pointer; the Territory is not to fall into their 
bands to be fleeced at present. 


The grand jury for the February term, in the Third Judicial district, made 
their final report to Judge Zane on the 5th of March. They said: “ We met 
on February 7th, and have been in session twenty-four days. Have passed 
upon fifty-eight cases, of which twenty-nine are Territorial, the balance (29) 
under the laws of the United States. Of the Territorial cases brought before 
us, we have found indictments in eighteen cases, and ignored eleven, Of the 
United States cases, we have ignored seven cases and returned indictments in 

twenty-two.” 

The Washington correspondent of the New York World gives to his paper 
the following explanation of the President’s nun-action, on the anti- Mormon” 
bill: “Mr. Cleveland was inclined to veto the Mormon bill upon the ground 
that it was unconstitutional, but was argued out of it upon the ground that 
such a veto would injure him politically, but he would not sign the bill, per- 
mitting it to become a law without his signature.” The clause in the Con- 
stitution, which provides for a bill becoming a law without the signiture of 
the President, reads as follows: “If any bill shall not be returned by the 
President within ten days—Sundays excepted—after it shall have been pre- 
sented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, 
unless the Congress by their adjournment shall prevent its me, in which 
case it shall not become a law.” 


The Washington correspondent of the me York Times writes his paper 
that: Itis said by persons who claim to know that the passage by the House 
to-day of the Senate bill transferring the northern portion of the Territory of 
Idaho to the Territory of Washington is a part of a grand project which will 
be fully developed next winter, and the object of which is to wipe the Terri- 
tories of Utah and Idaho out of existence. The plan is said to be to annex 
the portion of Idaho not attached to Washington to Nevada, together with 
the northern part of Utab, including Ogden and Salt Lake City. Then the 
remainder of Utah is to be made a part of Colorado, and thus Idaho and Utah 
are to disappear from the map, while Washington is to have its population so 
noreased that its demand to be admitted as a State must be heeded. It is 
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declared that Senator Stewart, of Nevada, will have charge of this echeme i in 
the Senate. 

The Jersey City Argus says: “The new law against polygamy enacts that 
children born of the second and later marriages shall be deemed illegitimate, 
and cut off from all share in the parents’ estate. This provision would seem 
to be slightly unconstitutional, for the reason that it proposes to punish one 
person for an offense another person has committed. But of course Congress 
cannot be expected to bother itself about little technicalities of that sort. 
And besides, the parent may very easily evade the provision. His right to do 
with his own as he pleases cannot well be disputed, and if he happens to pos- 
sess an estate worth dividing, he can give to his children by any marriage 
whatever he pleased during his lifetime. The provision is, moreover, an open 
confession that Congress is unable to curb polygamy. In sucha case common 
sense would seem to dictate that Congress should devote itself to matters it 
can handle. But that is probably just what Congress did not want to do, 
and to avoid doing something useful it devoted its time to the passage of an 
impossible law against the Mormons.” 


Joseph H. Evans was convicted of polygamy and unlawful cohabitation and 
sentenced, November 1, 1884, to five years and six months in the Utah Peni- 
tentiary, and to pay a fine of $250. Brother Evans is nearly seventy years 
old, but stoutly refused to violate his conscience or desert part of his family 
by agreeing to obey the laws as interpreted by the courts in Utah, which 
perhaps would have led to a suspension of his sentence, but he remained true, 
and after over two years’ imprisonment President Cleveland granted him a 
pardon. The Attorney General, A. H. Garland, indorsed the application for 
his pardon as follows: 


Department of Justice, January 25, 1887, 
To the President: 


As this man has served out much (over half) of his term and as he is getting old and 
ought to be pardoned, I recommend it. I don’t attach, under the circumstanees, much 
importance to his declining to make the promise asked of him. 

A. H. Gantanp. 

To which President Cleveland replied: | 
Granted.—This convict is nearly 70 years old and was convicted of polygamy and 


unlawful cohabitation. He has been imprisoned more than two years. His pardon is 
prayed for by his legal wife. Though he will not promise to obey the law against poly- 
gamy, yet, I am determined that the hardship of his case shall not be cited to show that 
the government is inclined to be vindictive in its attempts to extirpate the practice of 
polygamy. 

March 4, 1887. (Signed) CLEVELAND. 
This is surely a rebuke t to the over zealous Federal officials of Utah who 


have been so oppressive in their administeration of an infamous law. 


Benevolence has a farther-reaching service to render to mankind than is usually sup- 
posed. Not merely to listen to complaints, to relieve conscious suffering, and to supply 
recognized deficiencies is her appointed work, but also to detect the poverty that fancies © 
itself rich, the ignorance that thinks itself wise, the grievances suffered unknowingly, the 
wrongs inflicted unthinkingly, the sins committed without remorse, the woes endured 
without effort to avert them. 
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